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Cet ouvrage est publi¢ a I'occasion du 350° anniversaire de
la mort de Vatel grace au soutien du Groupe Vatel.

Vatel

The splendours of the table
during the reign of Louis XIV

Francois Vatel, maitre d'hétel and right-hand man
to two of the most powerful men in France, was
responsible for organizing wonderful and sumptuous
feasts and banquets for the court of King Louis XIV. The
festivities at Vaux-le-Vicomte, 17 August 1661, were of
such profligate opulence that they precipitated the fall
of Nicolas Fouquet.

In April 1671, Vatel was in the service of the Prince de
Condé, and was charged with organizing the reception
of Louis XIV and his court at the Chateau de Chantilly.
Nearly two thousand people had to be accommodated,
fed and entertained. And all this for a political motive:
the restoration of royal trust in the Prince de Condé.

Vatel, sometimes described as a cook, and even, the
inventor of the famous Chantilly whipped cream,
devoted his life to this theatrical political backdrop.

The publication of the present work this year, marking
the 350™ anniversary of the death of Francois Vatel,
enables us to discover the man himself and the myth
surrounding him, the festivities, and court receptions
during the reign of Louis XIV; and how the art of the
table a la frangaise came into being.
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The splendours of the table

during the reign of Louis XIV
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