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PEACEFUL
CONQUESTS

LAND RECLAMATION IN
MONACO

Les auteurs : Peaceful Conquest, land reclamation in Monaco. The title of
Texts by this book, in the form of a deliberately provocative oxymoron,
Dominique Bon, goes directly to the heart of the contemporary political
Stéphane Bern, issues that the Principality has opted to promote, namely
Bjorn Dahlstrm, development and environmental science. the two interact in

Jean-Philippe Hugron,
Jean-Luc Nuyen,
Bernard Notari, Because of the loss of territory that saw Monaco’s geography

Jean-Michel Manzone radically shrink after the Franco-Monegasque Treaty of 1861,

et Patrice Pastor. space became an essential requirement. The limited access
to land helped Sovereigns to imagine a host of initiatives,
many of them technically pioneering and avant-garde.

concert to guarantee the country a peaceful future.

The exhibition invites visitors to explore these geopolitical,
social, urban, technical - in short, the human stories
upon which Monegasque culture is built. To that end, it
brings together a large collection of cartographical and
photographic archives, along with various plans and models
of past and present land reclamation projects and the new
living spaces they created.

Mots-clés : Architecture / Urbanisme / Géographie / Géopolitique / Principauté de Monaco / Conquéte maritime / Photographie
/ Archive / Dessin / Cartographie
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i Marel. View of Monaco from La Turbie (ca. 1968
Archives du Palss princer de Monaca

Providing new insights, offering new
perspectives on our dauly lite, and promo-
ting ledge are all vi of
the cultural pelicy deployed by Monaco's
Department of Cultural Affairs. The policy
is reflected in this book. and the exhibition
which preceded it. both inspired by the
donalwn of & private caliection of photo

icting land

"On the basis of the wealth of sources
and the substantial work carried out to
inventory a large number of decuments
held in Monaco on this particular subject,
the Department of Cultural Affairs awardad
Bjém Dahlstrém the task of developing and
present these precious archives which deal
at the same time with the past of a terri-
tory, its current configuration and its future

Visitors ara invited for a very sp

at an urban Iandacupe that is |l|’|’I|Ilr yat

against which it nestles.

Frangoize Gamerdinger
Director of Cultural Affairs

‘lﬂnﬂwulla 615 cm
Coliection Nouveau Musées Mational de Monaco, n* 194.52

i e £70h covtry fundated)

For contemporary observers, the rela-
tively tiny scale of the Principality of Monaca

of sudden political and industrial upheav-
als that marked the age, from the rise of

is striking. ‘I'he size of this ign State to the irreducible Italian unifi-
(2.02 square k or 202 cation The Pris ity, polit-
is exceptional in Eumpe Tar we have Tclr— ically but still a

gotten what our

once looked fike. m!\emeeollhedncm

period, and in Renaissance ltaly up
umitil Ihe 49th century, most of the feudal
fiefs ruled by thelr own soverelgns were
of a similar, modest size, and resisted the
unifying movements of the great imperial
and royal regimes with varying degrees of
SUCCOSS,

was deprived of its agricultural
Income from Rogquebrune and Menton dur-
ing the crisis of 1847 and 1848. The agree-
ment between the Franch Empire and the
Kingdem of ltaly awarded the County of
Nice to France, at the expense of Monaco,
which saw its land area drastically reduced.
Yet this was not the end of the story.
Conveniently, the loss of territory just

If the country i ly able to to coincide with a revolution in
in i it thanks tothe transportation, and the invention of tou-
al tal f th leli with s, Prince Charles i, with great foresight,

allits tumultuous and colwn‘ulhlstory The
Principality’s unlikely survival can be attrib-
uted to its ability to withstand the succes-
sion of shocks brought by the modern age.
Having been brutally erased from the map
during the French Revelution and attached
o the Alpes-Maritimes. dmm\mrr it

in ing its
sovereignty. Prince Honoré IV regained his
throne at the Conmss ofhnsﬁadal inthe
name of th

seized upon the first signs of this new moder-
nity, ordering the construction of roads,
rallways, hotels. and a casino (overseen
by Frangois Blanc), It was an ingenious
approach that saw Monace rofl out the pro-
wverbial red carpet for the first ever tourists
from Europe's aristocracy. In the space of
a few years, this spectacular development
‘would bring far-reaching change and
determine the path of Monegasque

for the long-term, This *0

peolitical conviction of the Hnly Alliance.
The Principality and its Princes thus
succeeded In the impressive feat of nav-
igating every stage of the modernising
process which, everywhere else, swept
away the old map of traditional Europe
with all its complex contours, Monaco
wis then able to overcome the succession

the growth of the city and the
Splugues district, now ‘f’
renamed Mante-Carlo. /] h
The development é 6"
of the coastline % o)
was of course g (

lundanen:al change ushered in
JoN
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10 Migwed Ao, Monaca, view ol the Rock from the Anse de Fontvieste (ca. 1857)

Arndbated
Archives du Palnis princiar de Monaca

To build on water. This is the crazy ambi-

tion of those who, lacking available land,
Yave dhavad Fealrit i

ral and urban designs. Houses that either
float or stand on stilts were the earliest ver-

been considered impossible: building on
water,

Kenzo Tange, an architect, called for
the development of Tokyo Bay in accor
dance with a master plan based on the

sions of this. ion, Dykes and armbank
ments, in contrast, are much more techni-
cal forms. Why should we be cowed by this
difficulty? Although the izsue may appear
symbolic, it Isa1..oslr'\tcguc In Monaco the
lack of space justifies

of bulldings that reinterpreted
traditional and archetypal forms on a large
scaba, His colleague, Kiyonori Kikutake, pro-
posad “fleating cities™. A young Frenchman,
Paul Maymont, arrived in Tokyo during this
burst af i with the

by “the land over the sea”.

Boosted by industrial success, the 19th
century was able 1o develop the machinery
required to create new infrastructure
projects. The large ports prided themsel-
ves on quays and wharves of great size.
.ﬂl the hcgmnmg of lhc 20th century, the

its seafront in order

to produce a pilot study for an extension to
the Franco-Japanese Institute, He quickly
became the Frenche-speaking spokesman
for a generation of Japanese architects and
brought back fascinating images to Europe
to advance this bold research.

Whllc Paul Maymont authored patent

to bulld beautiful promenades but also to
ensure its port lunctioned perectly, Shallow
water in certain places made this possible.

Half & century later, with the benefit
of new technologies, architects and urban
planners arcund the world dreamed of
develcrpmems that bordered on utopia.

for earlhquake resistant
constructions that float

he also enthusiastically created visuals of
the future of cities in French architectural
magazines.! Edouard Albert, the architect
of the Paris’s first skyscraper and a cham-
pion of modular construction, also became:
fascinated with the difficulties faced

by architects. How

dicated an unprece-
dented demographic boom, and Jﬂmncse
cities d their rapid pop
tion. At the dawn of the economic miracle,
the J hipel d its

no logical opportunity exsted -n
France to develop proposals
that were as advnnced as
thosein Japan, B

S
-o*\

specialists to curb this phenomenon. In
1958, the city of Tokyo even called for a
new urban plan, but the resistance put up
by landowners in combination with the lack
of available space led to what had hitherte

N
very few places facing Q&’
<

similar challen-

ges - except in &J

Moo, \(\ (\6
A

N
&

Edommand At Moiel of the areial fi

dand. Monsco | sfect] (1963 44

Chromogenic print

The Kandinsiy Library. a documentation and ressarch ceni in the Musbe National drt Moderns - Gentrs Georges Pompidou, Parts,
ot of the Albert famiy. 1998
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coastfine in the open air, vast real-estate
operations were undertaken, and tower
buildings sprang up along the seafront.

At that time, these developments were
unheard of on the Riviera: at the end of
the 19605, vertical architecture was rare in
Europe. Paris. London, Mitsn, and Berlin res-
dily embraced this innovation, and Monaco

plateau. the vast rocky promontory domi-
nated by the iconic Casino, was a technical
and technological challenge. At this loca
tion, the chiff plunges steeply into the sea,
leaving architects and engineers with very
few possibilities. Therefore, strictly spea-
king, the extension became not in the sea
but “r.wer" the sea.

quickly followed in their f After all, harchitect known
the waorld's major coastal cities, popular for having braken the Pﬂnﬂudhty s restraint
with the jet set, such as Honolulu, Acapul inits o for q the
Rio and Miami, hacl daring skylmes Tower first hngh nse building lacmg Port Hercule,
buildings ! y and luxury, | a “mega ", In many res-
and were an expression of power and pects, the word may seem graceless. It has
confidence, been widely used since an English historian
As the ed!'a ged of inui me of archi Reyner Banham, published
ati land f i F o book that has since become a reference:
the Principality bsgan wull: nl a dilfe- .M?gws:‘mcrwe ' The book's cover shows an
rent kind. The of th and even gigantic building that

Gy Weateustinc. Photographic mantags showneg the Spéugues comples (1)
Mdathasazan o Micnacos

impaosing and even gigantic building that
announces the author’s intention to define
the “urban futures of the recent past™,
These vast constructions are the results
of dream projects and artificial topogra-
phies, like the Woknberg, the “inhabited
maountain” envisioned by Wakter Gropius in
1828. These monumental complexes have
become a reality and do not belong to the
dreams associating “fun & flexibility” - to
guote Archigram’s cheerful proposals - but
embody a {ulune congerned with stability.

complex's vast terraces that host gerdens
and public spaces. and the strict separation
of traffic from the development completes
the modern ides] represented by the project.
Delivered in 1978, the complax was officially
opened in a context that was increasingly
unfavourable to gigantic and optimistic
forma. It marked the end of a particularly
swaggering “futurology™

Towards a new urbanism?
In this context, Fontvieille represented a

g probably did not concern
himself with such his aim

in Mon\\co s urb;\n and architec-

was to develop thoughts on housing, but
also on geometric variations, the integra-
tion of art and architecture, and, in gene.
ral, on three-dimensional urbanism. The
programme commissioned from him by

the Neue Heimat - the German trade union

that i

the project in the e:arljI 18705 - entziled the
construction of a "complex” comprising
an international conference centre {with a
1300-seat auditorium), a casino, a luxury
hotel with 850 rooms and suites. and a com-
plex of 150 apartments. It was to be created
on 8 narrow st.rm of Iand 500 metres long.
d by this
d.lhcult situation, a large concrete platform
me.'usunng 25.000 m’ was uesugned its pil-
lars pl d anean.
Slnh urbanism? nlmnst The Spélugues
complex hides behind its 35-metre high
road tunnel, made famous by the Monaco
Grand Prix. Pedestrians walk through the

an i
Miodsl made from candboard and wood. 5.5 « 315« 81 cm
Collection du Mowveau Musbe National de Monaco, n*2004.75

Principality m tha wast nl tha Rock, howe-
ver, had left other ambitious architects the

them was Manfredi Nicoletti, a member,

|ndu5try (ﬂaur mills, breweries and choco-
e |

ik Paul M. ol the GIAP, th P

International d'Architecture Prospective.
In 1966, he designed not a floating city but
a "Satellite City". His proposal attempted
to reproduce the image of hills and natu-
ral amphitheatres: a few kilometres away,
in Villeneuve-Loubet, the huge Maring
Baie des Anges construction site. which
bore similarities with Manfredi Nicoletti’s
design, encouraged hopes that such plans
would be carried out on a large scale in the
Principality, At the same time, work began
on the largest extension that has ever bean
built in Monaco a 220,000 m? area of land
that reg a16% of the

The press quickly described
the project as “gigantic”™, if not “titanic™, To
enable the project, an embankment cne kilo-
metre long was built. It rests on a truncated
pyramid whose base is $0 metres wide and
lies 47 metres beneath the water surlace,
a racord &t that time. Forty concrete cais-
sons filled with sand were stacked on top of
this embankment: those most critical of the
project even spread the rumour that they
contained all the region’s rubbish. On top of
the caissons, which stand “as high as a six-
storey building”, les & reinforced concrate
slab. Lastly. & breakwater was built along

territory,
A Franco-italian group uparaunu unde(

this . The project was completed
197, Howewver, it was not until twao years
later that the Monegasque state acquired

Monegasque law — the SADIM
tocanty out the work on the perh;heryofthe
old Fontvieille dismot which, at Ih:: foot of

the entire Fontvieille eplein and its port.
In the 1980, the first phase of the hou
sireg WHS bullt As Manfredi

the Rock. had hi to

Nicoletti's plans .

- they were set agide
in favour of a more
moderate, “neo-Pro-
vencal® vision. For
the eritic and histo
rian Charles Jencks,
“modern archi-
tecture died in St
Louis (Missouri) on
July 18, 1972 &t 3:32
p.m.” when a group
of housing blocks
delivered in 1954
was dynamited.

of housing blocks delive-
red in 1954 was dynamited.
Unrelated to theory, the ol
crises of 1973 and 1579 also §
jeopardised all large-scale
projects. and post-modermity
became a significant factor
in the debate, with its goal of
abandoning urban-planning
theories - including the one i
detailed by Le Corbusier in
the Athens Charter, the pro-
duct of large-scale housing
estatas and slab urbamism |
- as well as architectural
forms, including high-rise
bailfings.

In these circumstances,
architects, notably Léon Krier
and Maurice Culot, appealed
for a “new urbanism” from
Brussels, 8 metropolis consi-
dered avictim of the excesses
of modernism. In ltaly, the Tendenza and, in
France, the Typomorphology movements
upheld & return to a traditional vision of
the city, composed of streets, squares and
avenues, but also of buildings on a “human
scale”. Those constructed in Fontvieille
offered an idealised interpretation of the
characteristic Italian town. Bay windows
were flattened, shutters became blinds,
and balconies were turmed into loggias. The
rools were no longer flat but sleping and
decorated with Roman tiles. Within this new
impetus, Frangois Spoerry, a key figure in

Rarse Carden

this “new urbanism™, drew up an “ofishore”
proposal for Monaco. Having made & name
for himself in the late 1860s with the lagoon
city of Port Grimaud in the Var, whose tra

ditional architecture and canal-based layout.
makes it a “Venice of Provence”, he deve-
loped plans for Monaco in the same spirit,
but the recession of the 19905 put an end to
his project.

“Starchitecture™ and eco-district
Whatever the crisis, the imagination of
architects is never curbed. A good example

]

s, 20000

Rusayewsss. fcelal vicove i the Pei
Celeetion Institut suliovisuel de Monses

Rerial view of
Archives du Falais princier de Monace

il {Septambar 1971)
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whose extension into the sea (1838) would
have allowed for the ereation of a park by
redeveloping and reducing the size of Port
Hercule. The new millennium revived the
great territorial ambitions: in 2002, the
Principality commissioned a study from
Xaveer de Geyter, an architect and urban
planner, and, five years later, a number of
“starchitects”, some of whom had been

awarded the Pritzker Prize (Frank Gehry,
Christian de Portzamparc. Rem Koolhaas,
Caniel Libeskind, Arata Isozaki, Norman
Foster. Jacques Rougerie. among others),
were invited to take part in an international
competition. What was its aim? To produce
a study for a new urban district measuring
15 hectares in size, to be reclaimed from
the sea. Eight billion euros would be made
avadable by imestors, construction compa:
nies and promaters to carry out plans that
revived the optimism of the 1860s. Presented
to the press in July 2008, the models and
prospects were sunk by the international
banking crisis that arose three months later.

Although the global fnancial world is
experiencing an unprecedented setback,
the Principality hes kept its development
fiernly in mind, and the authorities estimate
that Monaco requires 300 to 350 thousand
square metres of expansion per decade to
meet the demand. Whereas an extension off
the Casino, opposite Port Hercule, seems
compromised. the idea of a “Fontvieille I
is resurfacing. Some mention the possibility
of the creation of 5§ to B hectares of land.
However, the investment would be substan-
tial as the first extension already required
diving to a depth of over 40 metres. The
financial rationale is uncertain for such a
limited expansion. In 2013, the focus shif-
ted to Anse du Portier. In 2015, Prince Albart
officialised the creation of a new G-hectare
“eco-district” to be reclaimed from the sea,
and the construction of 60,000 m" of buil-
dings by the Renzo Piano Building Workshop,
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‘Condamine

and Port Hercule

For a long time, Port
Hercule was the main
gateway to the Principality
of Monace. In the early 20th
century, Prince Albert | was
keen to usher his state into the modern
age, and the port development project was
declared to be of public utility in 1901,

to the engineer A. Batard-Razeliére, who
began by ing thy g

southemn pier. & real feat of technical mas-
tery, given the depth of the bay. The Gluai
de Commerce or commercial quay to the
south was created in 1908, and the Quai de
Plaisance or marina dock followed in 1914,

of accommaating the waorld's very largest
yachts. Two tunnels link the southern quay
to thegood_s ‘°"".""“.’°‘ La Ca]denhe and

a central platform, a landing stage, and a
saltwater swimming pool,

Work on the port took place at the
same time as soma of the major speed boat
and seaplane meetings (19804-1923). As the
the venue for international regattas and air

shows, Port Hercule would scon become
a veritable mecca for sporting events and
technelogical nnovations. GQual Oriental,

Iy 0g s
original name of Boulevard Louis Il formed
part of the Monaco Grand Prix circuit from
1429 onwards. Mearmwhile, the Monte-Carlo
Rally and motor boat competitions ensured
that sports remained at the very heart of
the Principality. In 1961, Quai Albert ler was

devel ion of Stade

tothe 1 the port's
commercial rola. The new Quai Albert 1,
which was extended in 1923, consists of
a jetty built on the beach, equipped with

a8

Ansmyresns, Micnaco bay (oo, 800}
Colecton Socuth des Bains de Mor

ped with the of
Mautique Rainier lll. with & central whari
added later. Following the demolition of the
gas plant in 1957, Guai Antoine ler was given

Chmme Momen. Pt of Momaca (v undated)
0 on careas. 60w T3 o
Colaction Mouveas Musks Natonal de Monaco, n*189211
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