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IN 18th-CENTURY FRANCE

TEXTS BY ARMELLE FEMEL,)AT, ORANE
CONAN AND GUILLAUME LEAGE

DISCOVERING THE ART OF LIVING
A LA FRANCAISE IN THE 18" CENTURY

The authors :

Armelle Fémelat,

Associate researcher at CESR- UMR 7323,
specialist in the Italian Renaissance and
animal studies, freelance journalist, editor
and author,

Guillaume Léage,

Specialist in exceptional 18th-century
furniture and objets d’art. Fifth-generation
antiques dealer in the Léage family,
director of Galerie Léage Paris

et Orane Conan,
Graduate of the Ecole du Louvre, assistant
at Galerie Léage

Preface by Daniel Alcouffe,

General Curator of French Heritage and
art historian, Director of the Objets d’Art
Department at the Louvre..

(GALERIE LEAGE

In the 18th century, the decorative arts emerged as a major art
form. New styles and uses proliferated, skills were perfected and
the number of connoisseurs and collectors grew, all at the frenetic
pace of ever-changing tastes. This unprecedented development
was the result of a refi ned art of living that made the decorative
arts its preferred means of expression. Craftsmen, merchants, and
collectors all sought perfection in line, richness of material and
originality of design, giving rise to the creation of outstanding
masterpieces.

Founded in 1972, Galerie Léage specialises in museum-quality
eighteenth-century furniture and objets d’art. Its collection
is world-renowned for the rarity and historical interest of its
pieces. Since 2020, the gallery has regularly published Interludes,
newsletters on a variety of subjects, often illustrated with works
from its collection, in order to share its love of this period with
as many people as possible. Now gathered together in this book,
they reveal the many artistic, social and historical infl uences that
shaped the decorative arts of the period.

This book is the result of The Interludes de la galerie Léage, written
by Orane Conan between 2020 and 2023. It addresses four themes
fundamental to the 18th century: sophistication, excellence,
refinement and comfort. Through them, it describes the multiple
artistic, societal and historical facets that characterize the
decorative arts of this period.

Mots-clés : Artofliving / France / 18th century / Furniture / Objet d’art / Tapestry / Hangings / Architecture / Daily life /

Porcelain / Ceramics / Woodwork / Decor / Hygiene / Science / Bronze / Gilding / Craftsmanship / Merchant-Mercier
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